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The Kiteboarder Profile

Melissa Gl

When, where and why did you start kite-
boarding?

| started kiteboarding a littie Isss than three
y=ars agoe when | moved to Miami to go to
coliege. My uncle and aunt, Eduardo and
Irene Owen, are windzurfing rippers and intro-
oucad ma to kitsboarding. Irene and | isarmsc
togsther helping each other out; Sha was my
partner in crima and it was lots of fun! we
coulan't have done it without the help of two
good friends Lock Pirie and Tim Barber. They
wers our trus teachers, kind enough to teach
thece two girs that showea up at Matheson
Hammock and knew very iittie about kittingt

What other sports helped influence your
kiteboarding?
Surfing and wakeboarding.

What riders influence you most?

Damien LeRoy. alias the “Fat Kid." 1 woulon't
De whers | am if it wm‘t for him and thank

nim for everything. He gave ms tha litts

puch | Ne80sc to axcal in the sport and give

compstition a try. Also, Lock Pirie; he is the

nicast kitsboarger, always positive, happy and

smiling. | tell him | want to be like him when

I grow up!

:

cashing!

surely to happen.

have s now.

What do you do off the water to help you
on the water?

Damien introduced me to a bar hanging from
a tree and that is lots of fun! It neips gst your
body usad to the movemsnts o that you

are mors ready when you go out and try it in
the water. | 5i50 o some Yoga to relax and
stratch my aching muscies!

What is the latest trick you are working on
and how is it going (what is the challenge)?
I have besn working on the rajsy to blind

and | gst worked! | have to go past bilind
when | land 50 that | don't end up looping

the kita and going topsics the other drection
or crashing the kite in tha water. | am ciose
though -- | just nead to pass the bar quickly
when | land. | aiso practica the KGB in the
tres and it COmMes easy. but in the wataritis a
differant story! | have to control my mind and
truly commit!

Where is your favorite piace to ride and
why?

I haven't bean to many places, but | do know
that any place with waves is my favorite; it is
50 much more fun!

s Tips:
mmmmmmmhwwmmmm

Success doesn't come easy. It means a lot of trying, & lot of hard days
and fadures, but the reward is worth it, 20 go for it

Always know you Gan ¢o it; when there is doubt you most likely wil fzil
Always be positive because what you focus your attention on is

Never give up, because giving up oaly hurs your inner self.
Do not wait untd tomorrow because all you have and all you wil ever

You are from Costa Rica. Have you kite-
boarded there? If 50, how does the riding
scene in Costa Rica compare to the US?

| am ashamad to say | have never kitsboarded
in my home. Every time 1 go thers | simply

go surfing! But 1 o know Bahia Salinas and
Lake Arenal are good placss to go, Supsr
windy!

What is your view on contests?

| have never compatad in any sport bafors
and 1 gave it a try. 1am not much of a compe-
tition psrson but as jong as you are having fun
itis good. The moment it becomss strassiul
and not fun it is over.

You just graduated in Marine Biology at the
peginning of the year. What do you plan on
doing with your degree?

| studiea Marina Biology o | could pursus my
dreams of understanding and protecting my
favorite place: tha ocean. Ever since | can re-
mamber, | have had a passion for naturs, so |
would ke to work in snvironmental protection.
But in the immadiate futurs | would liks to

give a try to baing a profecsional kiteboarder
becauca now i tha tima to co it!



