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> ' Known better as the home of high profile movie stars, politicians,
writers und artists than os a kiteboarding destination, the ariginul
V/ampahoag Indian name given to Martha's Yineyard was
Noepe, which means “dry fund omid waters.” Martha's Vineyord
: is the lurgest island off the southeustern coust of Massachusells
measuring dwenty miles long and nine miles wide, Accessible only by air orferry,
the “Vineyurd™ is ulso home to The Bluck Dog Tovern Company, <lothing sponsor of
Cobrinha pro rider Damien LeRoy.
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Domien oad | froveled %o Mortba’s Vingyand this fost
September 1o meet up with The Block Dog aew fo discover
the many greet riding spots of s lorgely untopped
kitehoording Mecco. We londed ot the Martha’s Vineyerd
hirport (MVY) o0 o Mondoy ond drove o short distonce fo
Vineyord Hoven, o beautiful end pleasant ocean side fown
on the north side of the islead. We were just in fime for on
etraordinory dinner with the entire Douglos ferniy, owners
of the woeld fomous Black Dog toll chips, taveen, generol
stoves ond bokaries, nomed after Coptoin Robert Dewghas's
fuithful four-fegged companice, “Bladk Deg.”

Dinner quests alsa included the 2007 Alaskon Iditorod
chompion, Lonce Mackey. For thass of you that don’t know
whot the Iditored is, it is the most prestigious ond inteese
dog sked ruce in the world. The roce covers over 1,150
miles across Aloskon mowntoin rongss, forsts, frozen
rivers, desolote tunds and windswept earth. Lonce Mockey
ond his team of 14 dogs wan the 2007 Iddared, end to
those compatitors he left behind Lonce became known os
“the ghost™ of the Iciforod, That night af the Tovern, lonee
recounted incredible sfories of his adventures which wos
the perfect prelude to cur week-long riding odventure.

That evening, the wind screeched from the southwes! oll
night ond the coostal waters forscost wus predicting o solid
20-30 knots for the next fw days. “I's go time doakeys!”
became our wake up call from ow hast ond quide Rob
Douglas. This & how we weee introduced 1o the Block Dog
stoke ond welcomed fo Massachusatts, whese in the

woeds of Rob, they do nathing but cot, sleep, chew sabaceo,
read hooks, swrf, build Boats, bird watch, fish and kire!
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Tuasdy we weke up of 6 om, picked up same “Jovns” ot
the Block Dog Bokery ond lnoded the hoat ot The Block Dog
Whort. The mojority of riding spots on Marthe's are ocaessible
by cor, but we choss to explore by boat as it's o bit easier
ond quicker —ond o lot mare fun tee! We moda our woy out
the Vineyurd Sound Horber ond heoded southeast towesds 0

benwtiiul flat-water <pot, Cope Pogue Bay, ot the northes
tip of Chappoquiddick Idond. We cruised aboord the Block
Dog high spead hansport BDX, powsied by swin 225 hp four
stroka cuthoords sucking dowa 20 galloes per howr, ¥ you
wont 10 spand 80 bucks on fuel every 60 mimdes, you Y00
con rent o boct ot Island Woter Sports aed auise to ony spof
on the lslond s welll

We entesed the boy through o rotrow doap woter channel
ond anchored on the indde. The bay &s surounded by o
strip of sand moking # idsal for kiting ond good for any
|evel of kiteboordar, since it is o very open beach with on
easy ond safe lounch ond lond areo. The weather wos
perfect; sunny blue skiss with wind blowing 25-30 knots
from the scuthwest, offshore ond steady. The first ane
out on the woter was Rob, oko “Blus leoder,” It soems
he connat ide enough and impeessed evaryana when he
londed his first S-bend and kiteloop to blind, bath with o
hoedle poss. His brother, Joime, didn't hold back one bit

\

either cad went for super commiitted kiteloops. "L’ Dog”
Domien, bepsted off the beach with o deod mon, hoving
fun displaying o fistle old school shie. We sode oll day on
7 and § mater kites, gaing big and riding verpowased oa
the fiot water.

The nest doy the temperature wos o chilly 66 degress.
Bundled up in heawweight hooded sweats ond
windbeeokers, we got ready for more odtion and heoded
out oecs ogoin in the early morming to Cape Pogus on the
Blck Dog boat. The conditions were sick; bright sun with
northerly winds around 30 mph. This time, we oachored
ane mile poeth near the northem fip of the bay. Domien
went aut 0ad showed off oll his powesed handle poss
tricks and mossive kidaloops. Later on during the doy,
Reb, eager to duplicote Damien’s moves went huge ond
“Ronger Rick,” o 60-yeor old member of The Black Dog
entowrnge, was pafecting his bock loops while Domien
shot photos of the cew.
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On Thursdoy, we were out of bed of 5:30 om ond on

the 6 em ferry from Vineyord Hoven to Woods Hole in
mainlond Mossachusetts. From Woods Hole, we drove hwo
haurs 1o the portheast fip of Cope (od 4o o ploce wlled

# ovincztoan. One of the first kiteboorders fo ride this
spok, Brondon Uifford, met up with us ot MacWillian Pier.
Srondon and his Jother ore treasure hunters in the areo
and ore camently salvoging items from on 18th contury
wreck nomed the *Wydoh ™ Tha Wydoh, 0 300-ton slove
<hip, wos lost off the coest of Weliflest in 1717 Pirote
Captein “Black” Samue! Bellomy and oll honds went down
with the <hip during o violent nor’ cost blow,

We hopped on o utility sahoge boot fo toke us fo the
riding site ond were not disappointed. The ploce wos
gorgeces. A fock jetty went ocioss the enfire bay and sond
dunes rolled their woy to o lighthouss on the point. We
rode 10 and 12 meser kites eorly ond os the wind picked
up, we switched 1o 75 ond 9s. The side-off wind provided
us with the smoothest conditions; so smoath you could
hove butsered your greadmother’s old frying pons. There

is po question this spot is for amy Jevel of kiter, but due o
the 14-foot tidol ronge, booting expesience is helpful. As
the tide raceded, an amazing collection of sandbonks, beds
of elgress, ond shiparedss become exposed. Rob corved
in ond out of pends with huge sproys and Jomie elevated
over o portiolly expused fish boot wreck. Damien touched
down on the back of the salvoge boat, using some steel
fowdine guides os o sfider. We sde unfil the sun went
down in the west ond o beoutiful full harvest moon come
up in the Atlontic’s eastern ky. Thot night we slapt aboord
the Cifford’s 75" Vost Explorer, o comvened Conodion narval
patrol boat,
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It wos another sarly moming wokswp, powered by coffee
and chewing tobacco o5 we begon our trek back s
Woods Hole 3o foke the ferry back 1o Vineyard Hoven ot
6-45 am. We then drows on 10 Beach Reod from Viseyord
Hoven to Sengenkontacket Poad, which is obout 10
miautes from town. Stote Beach Park is betwoen the
Vineyord villoges of Dok Blufls and Edgartown. The ool
thing about this spat i you wn rida ony direction of
wind, ond you con choose between riding the poad or
Nontucke: Sound. This is the ideol spot fu kit if you eves
make it up to the Vineyard becouse i is so dluse 1o town
ond eosily occessible. Stil firing, the wind wos obout 15
to 20 knots, side-oashore from the south. Domiea weat
off gaing for his powered handle posses to blind, Rob
ond | warked on our S-band to blind ond kiteloops while
Jomie worked on his jumps. Fotigue wos setting in from
the early woke up colls and long doys of riding. By the
and of the day, | wos ready for some much needed rest
and reloxstion,
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That ofternoon we diove back 1o Vineyoed Hoven ond
went sailing in New Engand’s baoutiful coastol waters
aboord the schoones Alobame with Coptoin Morgan
Dowglos. The Alobama is a 90" foot Goff Rigged Fore
ond Aft Schooner, We wotched o beoutifel sunse! as we
expercacad hve soding, powsred by the 5000 square
feat of soil of this mognificant wooden soilbeet. When we
owoke the next moening, the wind hod finelly stopped.
Afte riding ofl doy for six days stroight everaging enly
five 10 six hours o night of sleep Insteod of my noemal
nine to ten, my body wes falling aport. Of course the
boys weren't even tirsd yet ond they were on o roll to
continue the adventure. Nonetheless, the tonguility of o
windless doy wos welcomed,
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When the time come fo soy our goodbyes, we weldn’t
help but feel nostolgic, We hnd just spent en epic
week riding with o super cool fomily and group of
kitebearders who took us into theit homes and shoied
colorful toles of their family’s and islond’s rich history
with us. The Block Dog boys” stories of wide cpan
riding spofs and perfect conditions were more than just
imaginory tales from the Cope. We kited unbelievebly
beoutifel ond pristing spots oad goined o new tespect
for the variety of condifions the Cape hos fo offes,

Mortho's Vineyaed is one of those spets that you hear
gbout, but never really pay much ettention to. The
next time someone talks obout epic kiteboarding in
Massachusetts, don’t overlook the potentiol of Cape
Cod or Mortha's Vimeyerd, s baoches vory from
protedted shollow, clear-water stretches on the northesn
and esstern sides to exponses of killer suef ond poiat
hreaks nkang the south side, Kiteboorders of oll levels
will enjoy the voriety of riding conditions, rich history,
ond natural beauty of this ereo whees time clmost
stands still and the poca is a for ary from the normal
hustle and bustle of our daily lives.
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