BLUE SKIES AND BEAUTIFUL BEASTS

WHERE THE WIND BLOWS: FROM SNOWFIELDS JIVER RREN
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 Melima8ill visits with the tame beasts of Stngray u&
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AWEEKEND IN THE CAYMAN ISLANDS

The Cayman Islands are one of the Caribbean’s greatest reasures. What sels the
Cayman |slands epart from the rest of the Caribbean is its unigue location just below
Cuba, This provides an exclusive look to the Caymans you simaly can't find in the
Caribbean chain. lts diverse set of world-class activities includes kitebearding,
surfing, skateboarding, scuba diving, snorkeling, and, yés, an sctive nightlife! Three
small islands: Grand Cayman, Cayman Brac and Little Cayman {ie on the turquoise
waters of the western Caribbean, only 480 miles south of Miami, offering boarders
and watermen a dream location,
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In a beautiful sunrise,
with 80-degree water
and 80-cdegree air.
Basically, it was one of
the most pleasant
sessions of their lives.
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We have traveled around the globe
trying to find the most amazing kite-
boarding vacation, but what does the
"best trip ever” really include? We have
found epic kiteboarding spots befare,
but not much else going on. We have
found egic surf, but little wind. We have
gone on great scuba adventures, but
nowhere to launch kites! Grand Cayman
offered us averything, that ia why we can
say it was truly the "best trip ever.”

Damien LeRoy, Jon Modica, Melissa
Gil and Fritz Otiker flew ta Grand
Cayman, without knowing this would be
a full-on, action-packed and epic lang
weekend. What could be more fun than
traveling with friends to a beautiful
tropical island in the Caribbean to
kitesurf on turquaise, translucent flat-
water, nde epic waves over the reef,
dive with sharks on the edge of the reef,
snorkel and kite with hundreds of sting-
rays, and on top of that visit a sick surt
and skatepark?

We flew into Grand Cayman Alrport on
Wednesday night and were welcomed by
Mike and George with the Kitehouse at
Grand Cayman, which is partnerad with
QOcean Frentiers, Grand Cayman’s best
diva cenire, to bring together world-
classe scuba diving and world-class
kiteboarding. The following morning we
were up at the crack of dawn and drove
past the Blow Holes to East End. We met
with Moe and Steve at Ocaan Frontiers
and drove the boat out to the shipwrecks
to shool with the sunrise. Despite being
half awake, the riding was amazing and
the spot was spectacular, Damien and
Melissa were first cut ricing 10m kites,
on flatwater, in a beautiful sunrise, with
80-degree water and 80-degree air. Ba-
sically, it was one of the most pleasant
sessions of their lives. Of course Damien
thought he neaded to spice thingsup a
bit and jJump over tha most rusted and
jagged shipwreck ticking cut of the wa-
ter! Once the sun was up we did a down-
winder ta Ocean Frontiers and Compass
Point Hotel. Jon surfed the boat's wake
as we cruised downwind. Once we got to
the dive centre Demien used the docks
as a slider park.

On Friday we drove to Gun Bay where the barrier reef protecting the bay and the
shallows allow for perfact turquoise flatwater. The beautiful white sand beach has
plenty of room for Launching the kites. Later that day we crulsed downwind, heading
north to a spot whare the reef comes closer to shore to ride waves, The downwinders
were spectacular, the views of the coastline were breath-taking, and the ocean has
se many colours, you can see every imaginable tone of blue, from desp Blue to tur-
quoise ta almast purple! And when you jumped you wanted to stay up there to check
out everything beneath the sea, huge coral heads, beautiful seagrass beds and tons
of stingrays, And kiting wasn't the only fun, the wavas were great far regular surfing
and when the wind was light in the afternoons we would go for a surf session at Blow
Hales.

The next day we headed out on the boat to Rum Point and Stingray City, We en-
joyed the boat ride just as much as the kiting as we gazec upen the changing shore-
line from beautiful white sand beaches to big, racky 20-foot cliffs. Once we got to
Rum Point we coutdn’t believe how beautiful the water is there, it makes you want to
jump in and swim and play all day long. Just a couple of miles from Rum Point lies
a big sandbar called Stingray City, named after the hundreds of stingrays that hang
around and feed In this sandbar. Back in the day fishecman would come back aftar a
long day of fishing out in the open acean and clean their fish at this sandbar, the food
attracted the stingrays and 50 they became accustomed to being close to humans
and feeding. As scon as we jJumped off the boat you could see the stingrays coming to
check us out. Talk about a close encounter with sea creatures, these stingrays have
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LsRoy erjors the sunrine svar the resties|
shigwrack during a dawn putrol.
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no fear and came a5 close as they can get, rubbing themselves
onyou. We thought this wgs the greatest underwater experi-
ence, but we had no idea what was to come with our diving ad-
venture, it was a diving experience was like none other,

Between the friendly and knowledgeable staff, well-
equipped and comfortable dive boats, and the great dive site
selection, Ocean Frontiers offers a five-star dive operation,
Diving out in the open ocean of the East End is very exciting
and Ocean Frontiers offers visits to sites that no one else goes
to. As spon as we hit the water we rezlized why this place is
known worldwide for its diving. The visibility was amatzing and
the resf wall seemed immense and majestic, standing steep
and gaing down well beiow 100 feet. The coral reef was full of
life and healthy. Swimming through canyons and tunnels was
arush; we saw colourful fish and coral in every direction, huge
grouper, moray eels and lobster. As we turned out of one of the
canyons we came to a small spot of sand on the bottom where
we slood to gaze upon the most thritling of all the sea crea-
tures yet, Twao reef sharks where roaming around. We thought
wee would be scared of being in the water with a shark, but the
axparience was really unimaginable, There was something
amazing about being next to this incredibla animal in its ele-
mant. Somehow peace and happiness find you in this under-
water world as you listen to your own breathing and praise the
many wenders of our planel.




On our final day the wind was out and
the waves were small sowe decided to
go chack out the Black Pearl Surf and
Skate Park, which has the world's larg-
est Iree-standing wave and a 6,200 sp,
ft. skatepark. We had so much fun. Jon
was a natural; he rode that wave like he
had been doing it for years and he even
got barreled!

We stay=d at the Compass Point Dive
Resort, which has all the comtarts of
home and is lully equipped. We literally
stepped out of our room every day for a
full day adventure of kiting, snorkeling
or diving, It was a great way to experi-
ence Grand Cayman, which s blessed
with warm, steady wind nearty year-
round, turquolse, crystal-clear water
and a lot to do no matter the weather.

Somehow peace and happiness find you in this
underwater world as you listen to your own breath-
ing and praise the many wonders of our planet.

Damien LeRoy hits the Ocean
Frontier @ive centre gock.
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CLOSEST AIRPORT:
GCM

BEST WINDS:
October to March but wind year-round

AVERAGE KITE SIZE:
10m

COST FACTOR:
Medium, high

LOCAL WEBSITES:

Ocean Frontiers, oceanfrontiers,com,
Black Pgarl Surfand Skate Park:
blackpearl ky

LOCAL SCHOOLS:
thekitehouse.comfcayman
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